
Table A-20. Race for the United States, Regions, Divisions, and States: 1850 
(See text for sources, definitions, and explanations) 

Geographic area 
Total population White 

Black 

Percent distribution of population group 
by geographic area 

Total 
population White 

Black 
Total Free Slave 

Total Free SlaveNumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

United States.................. 23 191 876 
REGION AND DIVISION 
Northeast.................................... 

New England........................... 
Middle Atlantic......................... 

Midwest...................................... 
East North Central................... 
West North Central.................. 

South.......................................... 
South Atlantic........................... 
East South Central................... 
West South Central.................. 

West............................................ 
Mountain.................................. 
Pacific...................................... 

DIVISION AND STATE 
New England 

Maine....................................... 
New Hampshire....................... 
Vermont................................... 
Massachusetts......................... 
Rhode Island............................ 
Connecticut.............................. 

Middle Atlantic 
New York................................. 
New Jersey.............................. 
Pennsylvania........................... 

East North Central 
Ohio......................................... 
Indiana..................................... 
Illinois....................................... 
Michigan.................................. 
Wisconsin................................ 

West North Central 
Minnesota................................ 
Iowa......................................... 
Missouri................................... 

South Atlantic 
Delaware................................. 
Maryland.................................. 
District of Columbia.................. 
Virginia..................................... 
West Virginia........................... 
North Carolina.......................... 
South Carolina......................... 
Georgia.................................... 
Florida...................................... 

East South Central 
Kentucky.................................. 
Tennessee............................... 
Alabama.................................. 
Mississippi............................... 

West South Central 
Arkansas.................................. 
Louisiana................................. 
Texas....................................... 

Mountain 
New Mexico............................. 
Utah......................................... 

Pacific 
Washington.............................. 
Oregon..................................... 
California................................. 

100.0 19 553 068 

8 626 851 100.0 
2 728 116 100.0 
5 898 735 100.0 
5 403 595 100.0 
4 523 260 100.0 

880 335 100.0 
8 982 612 100.0 
4 679 090 100.0 
3 363 271 100.0 

940 251 100.0 
178 818 100.0 
72 927 100.0 

105 891 100.0 

583 169 100.0 
317 976 100.0 
314 120 100.0 
994 514 100.0 
147 545 100.0 
370 792 100.0 

3 097 394 100.0 
489 555 100.0 

2 311 786 100.0 

1 980 329 100.0 
988 416 100.0 
851 470 100.0 
397 654 100.0 
305 391 100.0 

6 077 100.0 
192 214 100.0 
682 044 100.0 

91 532 100.0 
583 034 100.0 
51 687 100.0 

1 119 348 100.0 
302 313 100.0 
869 039 100.0 
668 507 100.0 
906 185 100.0 
87 445 100.0 

982 405 100.0 
1 002 717 100.0 

771 623 100.0 
606 526 100.0 

209 897 100.0 
517 762 100.0 
212 592 100.0 

61 547 100.0 
11 380 100.0 

1 201 100.0 
12 093 100.0 
92 597 100.0 

84.3 3 638 808 

8 477 089 98.3 
2 705 095 99.2 
5 771 994 97.9 
5 267 988 97.5 
4 478 065 99.0 

789 923 89.7 
5 630 414 62.7 3 352 198 
2 818 219 60.2 1 860 871 
2 240 481 66.6 1 122 790 

571 714 60.8 
177 577 99.3 
72 855 99.9 

104 722 98.9 

581 813 99.8 
317 456 99.8 
313 402 99.8 
985 450 99.1 
143 875 97.5 
363 099 97.9 

3 048 325 98.4 
465 509 95.1 

2 258 160 97.7 

1 955 050 98.7 
977 154 98.9 
846 034 99.4 
395 071 99.4 
304 756 99.8 

6 038 99.4 
191 881 99.8 
592 004 86.8 

71 169 77.8 
417 943 71.7 
37 941 73.4 

616 069 55.0 
278 731 92.2 
553 028 63.6 
274 563 41.1 
521 572 57.6 
47 203 54.0 

761 413 77.5 
756 836 75.5 
426 514 55.3 
295 718 48.8 

162 189 77.3 
255 491 49.3 
154 034 72.5 

61 525 100.0 
11 330 99.6 

1 049 87.3 
12 038 99.5 
91 635 99.0 

15.7 

149 762 1.7 
23 021 0.8 

126 741 2.1 
135 607 2.5 
45 195 1.0 
90 412 10.3 

37.3 
39.8 
33.4 

368 537 39.2 
1 241 0.7 

72 0.1 
1 169 1.1 

1 356 0.2 
520 0.2 
718 0.2 

9 064 0.9 
3 670 2.5 
7 693 2.1 

49 069 1.6 
24 046 4.9 
53 626 2.3 

25 279 1.3 
11 262 1.1 
5 436 0.6 
2 583 0.6 

635 0.2 

39 0.6 
333 0.2 

90 040 13.2 

20 363 22.2 
165 091 28.3 
13 746 26.6 

503 279 45.0 
23 582 7.8 

316 011 36.4 
393 944 58.9 
384 613 42.4 
40 242 46.0 

220 992 22.5 
245 881 24.5 
345 109 44.7 
310 808 51.2 

47 708 22.7 
262 271 50.7 
58 558 27.5 

22 -
50 0.4 

152 12.7 
55 0.5 

962 1.0 

434 495 1.9 3 204 313 

149 526 1.7 
23 021 0.8 

126 505 2.1 
48 185 0.9 
45 195 1.0 
2 990 0.3 

235 569 2.6 3 116 629 
197 474 4.2 1 663 397 
19 628 0.6 1 103 162 
18 467 2.0 
1 215 0.7 

46 0.1 
1 169 1.1 

1 356 0.2 
520 0.2 
718 0.2 

9 064 0.9 
3 670 2.5 
7 693 2.1 

49 069 1.6 
23 810 4.9 
53 626 2.3 

25 279 1.3 
11 262 1.1 
5 436 0.6 
2 583 0.6 

635 0.2 

39 0.6 
333 0.2 

2 618 0.4 

18 073 19.7 
74 723 12.8 
10 059 19.5 
51 251 4.6 
3 082 1.0 

27 463 3.2 
8 960 1.3 
2 931 0.3 

932 1.1 

10 011 1.0 
6 422 0.6 
2 265 0.3 

930 0.2 

608 0.3 
17 462 3.4 

397 0.2 

22 -
24 0.2 

152 12.7 
55 0.5 

962 1.0 

13.8 

236 -
-

236 -
87 422 1.6 

-
87 422 9.9 

34.7 
35.5 
32.8 

350 070 37.2 
26 -
26 -

- -

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

- -
236 -

- -

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

- -
- -

87 422 12.8 

2 290 2.5 
90 368 15.5 
3 687 7.1 

452 028 40.4 
20 500 6.8 

288 548 33.2 
384 984 57.6 
381 682 42.1 
39 310 45.0 

210 981 21.5 
239 459 23.9 
342 844 44.4 
309 878 51.1 

47 100 22.4 
244 809 47.3 
58 161 27.4 

- -
26 0.2 

- -
- -
- -

100.0 

37.2 
11.8 
25.4 
23.3 
19.5 
3.8 

38.7 
20.2 
14.5 
4.1 
0.8 
0.3 
0.5 

2.5 
1.4 
1.4 
4.3 
0.6 
1.6 

13.4 
2.1 

10.0 

8.5 
4.3 
3.7 
1.7 
1.3 

-
0.8 
2.9 

0.4 
2.5 
0.2 
4.8 
1.3 
3.7 
2.9 
3.9 
0.4 

4.2 
4.3 
3.3 
2.6 

0.9 
2.2 
0.9 

0.3 
-

-
0.1 
0.4 

100.0 

43.4 
13.8 
29.5 
26.9 
22.9 
4.0 

28.8 
14.4 
11.5 
2.9 
0.9 
0.4 
0.5 

3.0 
1.6 
1.6 
5.0 
0.7 
1.9 

15.6 
2.4 

11.5 

10.0 
5.0 
4.3 
2.0 
1.6 

-
1.0 
3.0 

0.4 
2.1 
0.2 
3.2 
1.4 
2.8 
1.4 
2.7 
0.2 

3.9 
3.9 
2.2 
1.5 

0.8 
1.3 
0.8 

0.3 
0.1 

-
0.1 
0.5 

100.0 

4.1 
0.6 
3.5 
3.7 
1.2 
2.5 

92.1 
51.1 
30.9 
10.1 

-
-
-

-
-
-

0.2 
0.1 
0.2 

1.3 
0.7 
1.5 

0.7 
0.3 
0.1 
0.1 

-

-
-

2.5 

0.6 
4.5 
0.4 

13.8 
0.6 
8.7 

10.8 
10.6 
1.1 

6.1 
6.8 
9.5 
8.5 

1.3 
7.2 
1.6 

-
-

-
-
-

100.0 

34.4 
5.3 

29.1 
11.1 
10.4 
0.7 

54.2 
45.4 
4.5 
4.3 
0.3 

-
0.3 

0.3 
0.1 
0.2 
2.1 
0.8 
1.8 

11.3 
5.5 

12.3 

5.8 
2.6 
1.3 
0.6 
0.1 

-
0.1 
0.6 

4.2 
17.2 
2.3 

11.8 
0.7 
6.3 
2.1 
0.7 
0.2 

2.3 
1.5 
0.5 
0.2 

0.1 
4.0 
0.1 

-
-

-
-

0.2 

100.0 

-
-
-

2.7 
-

2.7 
97.3 
51.9 
34.4 
10.9 

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-
-

2.7 

0.1 
2.8 
0.1 

14.1 
0.6 
9.0 

12.0 
11.9 
1.2 

6.6 
7.5 

10.7 
9.7 

1.5 
7.6 
1.8 

-
-

-
-
-

AS PUBLISHED IN 1850 CENSUS 
Virginia 1 ………………………… 
Oregon Territory 2 ……………… 

1 421 661 100.0 
13 294 100.0 

894 800 62.9 
13 087 98.4 

526 861 37.1 
207 1.6 

54 333 3.8 
207 1.6 

472 528 33.2 
- -

6.1 
0.1 

4.6 
0.1 

14.5 
-

12.5 
-

14.7 
-

Footnotes: 
- Represents zero or rounds to 0.0. 
1 Includes area currently in Virginia (population 1,119,348) and includes West Virginia (population 302,313), formed from part of Virginia in 1863. 
2 Includes area currently in Washington (population 1,201), and Oregon (population 12,093). 
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